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TASTING REFORT | CALIFORNIA RHONES

An easy-to-approach style, with much to admire, this offers ripe plum,
dark bery and fioral notes. Syrah blend.

~
Recommended Rhone-Style Reds From California
Nearly 375 Rhane-style reds were reviewed for this repoet. A free alphabetical list s avadable at www.winespectatorcomy/033115.
WineSpectatarcam members can access camplete reviews for all wines tasted using the anline Wine Ratings search.
TOP WINES TOP VALUES
wiNE SCORE  PRICE WINE SCORE  PRICE
PRUETT Syrah Sierra Foothills Championship Cuvée 2012 9% $100 TENSHEN Santa Barbara County 2013 92 $25
An amazing wine that exnibits a thgnt, dense core of black licerice, Offers a Ively arrary of fawors, from ripe, Jlcy plum and biack cherry
Bladkberry, mocha, espressa, cedar and road tar. o sublle tar, rose petal and dried herb. Syrah blend.
ALBAN Syrah Edna Valley Lorraine Alban Estate 2010 95 $145 ANDREW MURRAY Espérance Central Coast 2012 91 425
Pure, rich and delicious, with gobs of blackberry, raspbeny and A 2esty red, showling smoky black cherry and aracked pepper aremas,
Bueberry dl folding together in a gracefud, engaging style. WIth sleeik respberry and toasted sage flavers. Grenache blend.
LEWIS Syrah Napa Valley 2012 CU ¥ (] DI BRUNO Vino Rosso Santa Barbara County 2008 88 $17
This gormecus Syrah & rich and polished, offering a dense, tightly Pure, fich and layered, with blackberry, raspberry and wild berry
forusnd core of blackberry and wikd berry favers. Aavors, shaded by spice, anise and light ook, Grenache blend
PRUETT Syrah Sierra Foothills Taylor's Reserve 2012 95 $46 BARREL 27 Grenache Central Coast ge  s18
A remarkable disploy of blackberry, black licarice and espresso, Rock And A Hard Place 2011
delvening enormous richness, depth, density and persistence. Firm dark berry, smoke, spice, pepper, cedar and loamy earth notes
DUMOL Syrah Russian River Valley 2012 94§55 B mia e
Pure, rich and layered, with derse, mocha- laced blackbery, black CASEY FLAT RANCH Open Range California 2010 88 $18
licorkce, A, antse and cedar notes that keep unavelng. Features dark besry, biack heorce, crushed rock and boamy earth
COLGIN SyrahMape e o $250 notes, ending with graphite and cedar nuances. Syrah tlend.
This elegrant red ofters beautifully rich dark berry frut definition, EPIPHANY Gypsy Santa Barbara County 2010 88 425
with pure favors framed by cedery ek and Nordl scents. Offers plenty of smoked game aremas, with racy flavers of plum,
griled herb and cracked pepper. Grenache blend.
LAW The Nines Paso Robles 2011 9§85
Delichously rich, fime, complex and lagered, with thers of dusty dark MORGAN Cotes da Crow's Monterey 2012 a8 $18
Derry, moche, spberry and spicy, toasty oak. Grenache. Zesty and easy 1o sip, wilh ively raspberry, cracknd peaper and
toasted herb favors, Grenache and Syrah,
PLUMPJACK Syrah Napa Valley 2012 94§54
Blackberry, black licorics, tar, mocha-laced weed, cedar and plum ANDREW MURRAY Syrah Santa Ynaz Valley Tous les Jours 2013 88 $16
give this n enticingly complex mic of flavors that glide akng, Zesty and racy, ¥ rather chunky, with boysenberry and smoky spice
aromas and dense biuebamy, roasted herd and espresso favors.
PROSPECT 772 Syrah California The Instigator 2012 84§36
Generous spicy, toasty, mocha-laced ook is the eriry to fims, vivid NOVY Syrah Santa Lucia Highlands 2011 88 22
tlackbery, espresso, cedar and fobacco favors. Offiers bots of fruit and a bt of musche, showing boysenberry and
toasty mocha aromas, with 2esty plum and reasted herd Nanwrs.
SHAFER Relentiess Napa Vallay 2011 94 $80
This big red brims with dark, rich, chunky blackberry and wild berry SLO DOWN WINES Sexual Chocolate California 2012 88 325
frult, showlng fine balznce. Syrah and Petite Siran Smooth, plush and layered, with enticing mocha, dark besry, thoce-
late-covered cherry, cedar and licorice Tlavers. Syvah tiend.
TENSLEY Syrah Santa Barbara County OGT 2013 LUB L
Ariveting wine, firm, structured and graceful, with jukcy blackbery 150 | ZACAMESA Syrah Santa Ynez Valley 2010 88 $25
and wid berry frut that's shary focused Gains depth. Appeaing, with witd berry and toasted herb aramas that lead 1o
Testy, well-loyered Savors of plum, masted anise and pepper,
BOOKER Syrah Paso Robles Fracture 24 2012 93 0
Creanmy, mocha-seentid ook makes the initial aromas alluring, with BARREL 27 Syrah Contral Coast Right Hand Man 2011 a7 s18
dense drk berry, cedar, Black corice and herd shadings This freatures a tight mix of savory dried herb, sassafras, dark berry,
licorice and cedary o2k notes, with 9cod guts and chewy tannins,
PAUL HOBBS Syrah Sonoma County Kick Ranch Vineyard 2012 93 $50
Pure and complex, extibiling vivid Hlackberry, wikd berry and dark BECKMEN Cuves Lo Bec Santa Ynez Vallay 2012 87 $18
plum favors that show spicy, pepoery, Mol scents. Elack raspberry and peppery caramel aromas |ead fo 2esty but
strafghtforwarnd flavers of cherry and her. Grenache biend.
KEPLINGER Lithic Amador County 2012 95 $80
Offers a mix of ripe tlackberry flavers, with ficral, licorice, raspberry DOMAINE DE LA TERRE ROUGE Syrah California 87 $20
B, kamy earth and gravel detals. Grenache biend. Cotes De L'Ouest 2012
Safidly built if still quite tarnic, with jamimry black rasaberry and
SAXUM Booker Vinayard Paso Roblas 2012 93 $s8 penper aramas and dense favors of plum, kam and herb.
This presents a massive core of earth- and dark berry-driven favors,
ending with a sturdy wall of tannins. Syrah and Mourvidre. GREG NORMAN CALIFORNIA ESTATES Shark Red 87 $15
Central Coast 2012
TORRIN The Maven Torrin Vineyard Paso Robles 2011 93 $62 | Zestyandappealing for s boy  and licarice arcrmas and ustic
Pure, rich and vivid tlackbemy and wild berry frut fomss the core of Aavors of raspberry, cedar and roasted herd. Syrah blend.
1his dense, dark beautly. Grenache and Syrah.
TABLAS CREEK Patelin da Tablas Paso Roblaes 2012 87 %20
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Farming practices can be a bit laid back in che foothills, bac
Keplinger sees a Napa-like high standard—and ic’s obvious in ber
wines, The Keplinger Syrah Fair Play Diamond Bar 2012 is bold
and layered, with firm tannins cloaked aver juicy blackberry and
wild berry fruit, while the Caldera El Dorado and aforementioned
Lithic Amador County are each distinctive Rhane-style blends
offering a complex mix of flavors. All three rate 93 poines ($60).

A few mountain ridges aver, in Auburn, Calif., professional race
car driver Scoet Proete is finding equal success in the winemaking
woeld. His 3-acre vineyard of Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon
sits at an elevation of 1,000 feet above the American River. The
Pruett Syrah Sierra Foothills Tayloes Reserve 2012 (95, $46) shows
enormous richness, with a remarkable display of powerful hlack-
berry, black licorice and espressa flavars.

Though the foodhills remains a sleepy wine community, the
region seems ready for a higher profile. “There are a lot of young,
creative and talented winemakers looking to the foothills to do
interesting things," Keplinger says.

SONOMA

Mike Officer of Carlisle Winery says that the 2012 growing scason
in Sonoma was “about as perfect as one could hape for." From tast-
ing the grapes in the vineyard, Officer expected the 20125 to be
up-front reds and full of fruit, but that's not how they turned out.
“I was surpeised initially by the amount of cannin in the '1 25 and
how unwieldy and ageworthy they were,” he says. “But now the
fruit is coming moce to the forefront.” An excellent example is the
Carlisle Syrah Russian River Valley Papa's Block 2012 (91, $43),
a firm, potent red with notes of dark berey, mocha and cigar box.
The 20125 also showcase the stylistic evalution the Carlisle
Syrahs have undergone in recent years, shifting away from the big,
jammy style of Auvstralian Shiraz, “My approach has changed as
I've gotten okder and my palate has changed,” Officer says, *1 now
favoe a more savory Syeah, and we've transitioned to new vineyards
that allow me to do thae,”
Senior aditors Jaomes Lazshe and Thn Fesh veviewnd the ueass for this repurt.

WHITES

Grenache Blanc challenges
Viognier for star allure

BY MARVANN WOROBIEC

romatic Rhane-style white wines from California have
heen gradually increasing their presence in recent vears,
led by Viognier. Bue now an emerging star— Grenache
Blanc—and a growing trend of Blended wines are bolster-
ing this category of whites, which also include Marsanne,
Roussanne and Picpoul Blanc.

California Viegnier has been touted as the “next Chardonnay®
for decades. “I've been making Viegnier since 1994," says Bonterma
winemaker Bab Blue. “It was always thought, “This is the next hig
thing.”" Yet the variety’s hold on Rhane-style whites seems to be
slipping. Although Viognier still dominates in both acreage and
visibility (there is more Viognier planted in Califomia than the
other four grapes combined), a quarter of the more than 100 Rhine-
style whites reviewed this year are Grenache Blang, and another
thied are blends, This growing diversity, along with some new pro-
ducers and botelings, has given the categoey new life,

The hig stoey is the emergence of Grenache Blanc, a geape char
can produce wines that are hoth high in acidiey and akeohol, Only
available in Califomia since 1999, che first boetlings of Grenache
Blanc were odd—either averblown and high in alcohol o scaringly

RATING VINTAGES OF CALIFORNIA RHONE-STYLE REDS

Napa Sonoma* | Paso Robles Santa Barbara**
2012 | 91-94 91-94 91-94 86-89 Recard-sized aop with firmly tannic wines and some real nNYR
beauties; should reward time in the cellar
2011 a7 &7 a7 a7 A damg, coal year led to mixad results. Off the pace of bast Drink or hold
[ years, yet there are pockets of success; exly drinkers
2010 93 93 97 87 A coal, late harvest, but amazingly ripe and full-bodied wires Drink or hald
2009 92 93 95 2 Fabulous wines throughout despite a chalerging wasen; Drink or hald
tha ripenass is thera, svan i it came lata
2008 9 91 98 91 A tough start ended with gloricus wines statewida, rivaling Drnk or hald
[ 2007 for complexity, depd?u and finesse
2007 95 92 %6 95 Tremendous quality and uncommon comgiex‘-(y Statewide; Drink or hald
the best on record, along with 2006 and 2009
2006 93 95 92 94 A goldan vintage, fabulous across all regians, offering great Dnink or hald
diversity of styles
2005 92 87 86 89 Intense, structured, high quakty wines Drnk or halg!
"Seramy irchides Akannder Valley, Dry Creek Vadkey, Runsen River Wby Sonce s Valky and Sonces Cosst AV
"Sorts Bartiata inchices Sarts Bartiaty, St Rtn Hik, Samts Maris Villey, Sarta Yreo Valky and Edn Walley Mks
A moose range IDGotes profimirery analyes basad on harrel samples and 5r 8 lirited sampling: marmy wines of the wiztage nat yet seviewed
Vintage sstiege 44100, chnsc; 90-94, calslandng I5-20, very good, B0-84, good 74N medoare %0-74. rot recommerded
Driekabiity: WYR® monrn 2ot Yot redaaned, “drieh” mewms monl of The mires ol e wrtage ate saady 1o deine. hold ™ mewn monl ol Be agewsiily winas haww yel 1o ey malsre
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United States

CALIFORNIA
Chardonnay

92 Maldonado Chardonnay Napa Valley Los
Olivos Vineyard 2012 $42  This ruch, full-Blown
Chardoanay packs in lots of flavor, yet malntains a mea
sure of elegance and finesse, with supple, caressing green
apple and pear Havors. Vanilla-scented aak notes impart
2 kiss of butterscorch on the finksh. Drink aow through
2020 1,186 cases made—, L.

92 Maldonado Chardonnay Napa Valley Los
Olivos Vineyard Reserve 2012 $75  Lighuly acomaric,
featuring homevasckle, fig and pear fivoes thar ane ripe
and structured, ending clean and long, with a persistent
finish. Drink now through 2020. 126 cases made.—J L.

92 saxon Brown Chardonnay Napa Valley
Carneros Hyde Vineyard 2012 $58  Aninitial burst
ol ripe, juicy green apple, pear and honeydew medon s
wward dlegance and restraing, never losing a zesty frudt
vitaliey. Ends wirh subtle vanilka and citrus motes. Drink
now through 2020, 220 cises made —J. L.

90 Mueller Chardonnay Russlan River Valley LB
2012 $32 A beam of lemoo-grapefruic cirmus beads 1o
green apple and tart pear notes, creating o mouthwater-
ing burst of flavoc. This ends gracefully, with o dash of
wasty rak. Deind now theough 2020, 305 cases made.—J 1.

89 chassour Chardonnay Russian River Valley
2012 $40 lean, tresh and snappy, teaturing citrus
hlossom scenes and a pithiness to the texture, with green
agple and grapefruit notes. Drink now through 2020, 208
cases made—) L.

89 roar Chardonnay Santa Lucia Highlands
Rosella’s Vineyard 2012 $40  (viers o rich, loesy,
rustic peesentation, with cedary cak, tipe fig and mebon
hints. Edgy wood tavors stray ineo vanilla and battessconch
detalls. Drink now through 2020. 119 cases made. —J). L.

89 roar Chardonnay Santa Lucia Highlands
Sierra Mar Vineyard 2012 $40  (iers o beiny, crushed
seashell aroma, with rich pear, fig and hooeydew melon
notes that are full-bodied and fan oot actoss the palare
Maintains focus and persistence, Drink now through 2020,
193 cases made. -] 1.

89 Talley Chardonnay Edna Valley Oliver’s
Vineyard 2012 $36 Presents a rich, tangy, zingy stvle
ot Chardonnay, full bodied, with a core ot green apple,
clrrus, honeydew melon and subtle aak. Drink now
through 2018, 409 coses onde.—J L

89 r1estarossa Chardonnay Santa Lucia High-
lands Rosella’s Vineyard Single Vineyard Series
2012 $45 Comnplex ond well directad tomwand a burter-
scotch-hued mix of haked apple, pear, spice and citrus
flavors. Gains depth and length, showing a pithy, leesy
texture. Drink now through 2020, 360 cases made.—J L.

88 Alexander Valley Vineyards Chardonnay
Alexander Valley 2012 $18 A delicate siyle, with
subtle clrnes, peach, pear and light creanvy calke flavars that
imguet complexity and depth. Eods with o kiss of wasty
aak, Drink nowe through 2018, 21,000 cases made —) L.

88 Kendall-Jackson Chardonnay California
Avant 2013 $77 A nervy sayle, feauning vibeans acid-
ity that enlivens the coce of grapetruit and lemon-~citrus
flavoes, ending long and clean, with o kemoa peel hite.
Drrinde nowe chrough 2019.—J .0

88 Rrobert Mondavi Chardonnay Napa Valley
2012 $19 Pure and direct, with ripe pear, green apple,
light cedar and vandlascented cak, followed by a clean,
refreshing finish. Drink now through 2019, 48,438 cases
made—) L.
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New Releases: UNITED STATES / California

88 saracina Chardonnay
Mendocino County Unoaked
2013 $18 Delivers a rich, julcy
mix of fig, apeicor, peach, keoon-
citrus and spice noces, with litde or
no cak evident. A pure expresion
of ripe Chardonnay, ending with a
pithy edge. Drink now through 0 oo o0
20185, 1,722 cases made. ) L. Co-ownar

88 slo bown Wines Chardonnay California
Broken Dreams 2013 $19  Vaallla, pear, peach and
hooeysuckle anomas shivw 2 touch of ko peel, render-
ing a sleek, tocused delivery that ends with a touch of ce-
dary cak. Deind nomw theough 2019, 3,000 coses made.—J L.

88 Taken Chardonnay Senoma County Compli-
cated 2013 $78 Clean, simple and direct, nuch the
emphasis oo ctrusdaced green apple and medan flavoss,
ending pure and snappy. Drink noae. 7,000 cases made —J L.

CALIFORNIA

Grenache & Blends

94 Law The Nines Paso Robles 2011 $85
Deliciously rich, firm, complex and lavered, with tiers of
ety dark herry, macha, msphenty and spicy, wasty oak.
All the elements fold togethes, showing appropeiate
tightryess, density and focus, with a loag, persistent finish,
Grenache. Dirink now through 2027, 120 coses made.—J L.

93 Jemrose Grenache Bennett Valley Foggy
Knoll Vineyard 2012 $48 Combines rich, dense
blackberry and wald herry notes with Mack licorice, savory
herh and cadary aale accenis, presented on a firmly tannie
foundatiom. Though the tannins give the thaoans rraction,
they extend the tinish, ending with a crushed rock min-
erality. Deink now throogh 2028, 71 coses made.—J 1.

93 Keplinger Lithic Amador County 2012 $60
Ofters a wooderful mix of ripe Hackberry Hinvars, with
ok, Hack liconice, raspherry jam, kamy earth and gravel
details. Galns depth and holds foous oa the loag, intricate
aftertaste, where subtle wood and espresso nates add di-
mensina. Orenache, Mourviedre and Svrah. Drink now
through 2028, 293 cases made.—J L.

93 Law Beguiling Paso Robles 2011 $67 ey
tight, rich and loyered, with a core of dense dark beery,
macha, cradhed rock and cedary cale. The flavars fold to-
pether well and linger om the finish, where the tannins
hold them in ploce. Grenache and Syroh. Drink now
through 2026. 439 cases made.—J L.

93 Torrin The Maven Torrin Vineyard Paso
Robles 2011 $62 Pure, rich and vivid Hackherry and
wild herry truie forms the coce ot this dense, dark beoury.
Firm ar points, supple 2 others, this shous bath muscle
and fimesse, finishing with a bayer of macha and black
licarice. Grenache and Syrah. Drink now theough 2028,
178 cases made —J L.

92 saxum James Berry Vineyard Paso Robles
2012 $88 Fresh and snoppy, with a gritty tannic edge
to the curmnt, mspberry, Black licorice and fresh.rumed
earth notes, lending this a perfumed aroma. Presents a
tough-edged tannic side that needs cellaring, Grenoache,
Mourvixdre, Syrah ond Counnise. Best from 2016 through
2038. 1,387 cases made.—J L.

91 ampelos Grenache Sta. Rita Hills Delta: The
Difference 2010 $35 Focused and loaded with pep-
pery nites, with classic mspberry and snoky cinnamon
aromas and sesty, vibeant cherry and oasted sape flavoes
that halance generous fruit and lively acidity. Deink now
through 2023, 168 cases mode.—T_F.

91 Epoch Grenache Paso Robles Sensibility
2012 $85 Firm and dense, with a rich core of black
licocice dnced berry and dusty cedary aak. Tawe, gripping
tannins give the flavoes traction, leaving a gravelly, road
tar-inflected sensition. Drink now through 2028, 274
cases moade.—f. L.

91 Epoch Veracity Paso Robles 2012 $65
Comhines power and tannins with a dense core of msp-
herry, blackberry and wild berry notes, showing hints of
gravelly eacth and hlack licorice woven among the woves
of flavee. Newads time. Grenache, Mourvisdre and Syrah.
Best from 2016 theough 2028, 920 cases made —/ . L

91 Andrew Murray Es-
pérance Central Coast 2012
$25  This zesty red offers smaky
black cherry and cracked pepper -
aromas. Sleek flavors of rspherty a
and toasted sige pick up tannins
an the tinish, Grenache, Svrh and
Mourvedre. Drink now through
2021, 1,000 cases made. —T.F

¥

ANOREW MURRAY
Cramas & Winemakar

91 Nicora GSM Paso Robles 2012 $48 huh
vet well-structured, with jameny raspherry and spacy grilled
herh aromas that bead to rich, appealingly ripe tlavoes of
hopsenberry, kamy earth and cracked pepper. Grenache,
Syrah and Mourvidre, Drink now theough 2023, 125 cases
made.~T_F.

91 sansliege Grenache Santa Barbara County
En Gedi Santa Barbara Highlands Vineyard 2011
$40  Looded with personality and bold fruit, this fea-
tures smaky hlack rasphenty aromas and rich, complex
flavors of dark plum, mocha and black pepper. Drink now
through 2023, 330 coses made. — 1.7,

90 penner Grenache Paso Robles 2012 $60
Rich and well-buill, with sooky pepper beef and rasphernty
aromns and sleek, jomeny lavoes of plum, pie spice
licocice. Dank now theough 2024, iJL‘-mscs made.~T.F.

90 Eric Kent Grenache Russian River Valley
The Barrel Climber 2011 $42  Fresh and spicy, with
prominent peppery scents amid the plum, raspheery and
strmaberry notes. Firm yet grocetul, with a clean, snappy
finnish. Dyvink mow through 2023, 157 coses made.—1 1.

90 callica Suzuri Series Shake Ridge Ranch
Amador County 2012 $50 [Dense ond rich, with tiers
af spicy, enrth-laced Backberry, sage, cadar and Madk lioo-
rice notes. Holds focus and goins depth ond persistence,
firming on the finish where the thvoes reverberate. Gre-
nachee, Symh, Mocevisdre and Viognies. Drink nom theough
2028. 236 cases made—I 1.

90 Terry Hoage Grenache Paso Robles Skins
2012 $60 Trim and cedary, this tour, well buile red is
marked by earth-loced rad berry, currant and crushad rock
notes Most interesting on the fimish, whene the flavoes sty
lively. Dxink now theough 2025, 200 cases made. ) L.

90 Terry Hoage Grenache-Syrah Paso Robles
The 46 2012 $55 Surikes o balance herwenn lighaly
toasty cedary oak and firm, trim red berry flavors Fans
aut an the finksh, showing a lively core of cherry and red
plumn. Ends wich firm tannins. Drink nowe through 20235,
280 coses made, —/.L

90 prospect 772 The Brat Sierra Foothills 2012
$36 Well-structured, with firm acidiey and tannlos, pee-
senting gracetul notes of spicy dried berry and berh, soge,
underbeush and sandalwood. Grenache and Syrh. Dirink
novw throagh 2026, 173 cases made—J L.

90 prospect 772 The Truant Sierra Foothills
2012 $36 Fum, dense and tocused, with vibeant wild
herry, anise, crushed rock ond cedar notes. Tight and struc

o, whike offering 2 sodid middle. Geenache, Syrah and
Mourvidre, Drink noa theough 2025, 100 coses made — L.

90 sans Liege Grenache Paso Robles Pick-
pocket 2011 $40  Bald and full of truse, wath aromas
of hlack mspherry and chunky chocnlate and full-badied,
jammy flavors of hakead chemry and blueherry, accented by
Licarice and smaked pepper. Drink now theough 2022
265 cases made.~T.F.

89 Adobe Road Grenache Dry Creek Valley
Kemp Vineyard 2012 $38  Sleck in strocture, nich
Hocal raspherry and hlueherry aromas, plus rvotes of smoky
cracked pepper, dried sage and grillad ankee. Drink now
through 2021, 170 cases made—T.F

89 Kaena Grenache Ballard Canyon Lamer
Vineyard 2012 $48 Dure, tresh and snappy, with freshe
crushad grape, rsplerry, cranberry and spice evident
thevughout. Dyink now theough 2024. 175 casesrade—I L

89 Kaena Grenache Ballard Canyon Tierra Alta
Vineyard 2012 $42 Presentsa tasty mix of raspherry,
bback cherry and spice-scented frui, supported by ripe,
gripping tannins that end with a cleansing sensation,
Dxink now throwgh 2024, 175 coses made—j. L.

89 Margerum MS Reserve Santa Barbara County
2012 $38 Compact and well-structured, with fhoral
blueherty and tresh earth aromas, keading to layered
flavors of hlack chenry, mineral and smoky pepper. The
tannins are hig but lakinced. Grenache, Syrah, Mourvé-
dre, Counoise and Cinsiule, Best from 2016 theoagh 2024
268 cases made.—T.F.

88 Morgan Cotes du Crow's Monterey 2012
$18  Zesty and easy to sip, with lively rasphesty, cracked
pepper and oasted herb tlvars. Shows 2 hint of tannins
om the finish. Grenac 'n md “vr.:‘u. Dirink oo theoagh
2021, 343 coes made.—T.F,

CALIFORNIA

Grenache Blanc & Blends

91 Tablas Creek Patelin de Tablas Blanc Paso
Robles 2013 $20  See Swart Buys, page 97.

90 sansLiege Callto Arms Alta Colina Vineyard
Paso Robles 2012 $30  Rich, sanooch flavoes af pear,
Asian pear and melon show tomted spice and clorus 26
accents, accented by o whiff of homeysuckle. Cooplex
and balanced, with plenty of acidity weaving in and out
Grenache Blane and Rowssanne. Drink nome 240 cases
e —M W

89 Bonny boon Le Cigare Blanc En Bonbonne
Beeswax Vineyard Reserve Arroyo Seco 2011 $45
Fearures 2 mix of refreshing lemon and green apple notes,
with o stromg mineral streak and fresh green tea flavoes.
Features crunchy acidity and an appealingly firm almoeod
skin note. Grenache Blane and Roussanne. Dirink now.
430 casims made—M, W,

89 culton Grenache Blanc Paso Robles Glen-
rose Vineyard 2012 $40  (Oiters tharal, boneysuckle
and peach notes up froar, set oo 2 medium body, wih
buttery beioche acoents. Delivers plenty of mebon, yellow
apple and pear flavars, showing lemon zest details and o
spacy, julcy finsh, Deink now. 105 cases made.—M.W.

89 Pprospect 772 Grenache Blanc Santa Barbara
County Stepping Stones 2013 $27 Lipsmacking
andd refreshing, with citrus, apple and pear flavoes thar
oamage o he light-bodied bot very intense- Floeal, space
and chamomile details echo in the bockgroamd, finishing
with hright acidity. Drink norw. 150 cases made. M W,

88 Groundwork Grenache Blanc Paso Robles
2013 $76 Bright and crisp, with plenty of pure grape-
fruit and gropefruit zest flavars up froat, kalanced by min-
eral, floral and yellow raksin derails. Drink now. 900 coses

oronde.—M W

New Releases: California

CALIFORNIA
Pinot Noir

93 Auteur Pinot Noir Russian River Valley 2012
$50 Offers a penerous array of rich, pure, deep plum,
blackberry and Blueberry notes, suppocted by firm, ripe
nnins. The impeessve finish gushes with flavars that
run deepand persistent. Dirink nomw chrough 2023, 71 cases
||l:ii'l‘-—} I‘.

93 siduri Pinot Noir Russian River Valloy
Parsons' Vineyard 2012 $48 Fig ver defely halanced,
presenting rich hlackberry, Nueherry mnd raspherty notes,
with toasty and smoky oak, ending with a histtul of chewy
mnnins. The tavors push past the mnnic finish, Should
reward shoet-tenm edlaring. Drink now through 2023,
258 coses e —J L.

92 Auteur Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast 2012 $42
This peesents a savory, driad herb side of Pinat, wieh rich
dark herry, Boorice and spicy ocal scents The texture
begins theshy and gains traction, lending depth and com-
plexity. Dank now through 2023, 362 coses mode.—J L.

92 sidurl Pinot Noir Russian River Valley Ewald
Vineyard 2012 $48 [ure, rich and Livered, showing
vibeane maspherry, hlueherry and wild berry notes, with
tonxchies of stem-laced tannlns 2nd sovary ol and dusty
herry scents. Ends with firm, grigping tannins and good
length, Drink now through 2023, 258 cases made.—) L

92 siduri Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast Sonatera
Vineyard 2012 $48 Focusad om pure, rich and fiem
blackherry, spice, cedar and crushed rock motes, this isa
vibeane, structured Pinot, with b tannins and excellens
lengeh. The acldity and tannins give this backhone and
e Dyvink v thevugh 2023 368 cases made—I 1L,

92 threesticks Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast Durell
Vineyard 2011 $65 A very seductive stvle, with goe
peous smoky cak and berry scenis. Rich ver elegant on
the palate, with touches of raspherry, red plum and cherry
Bath delicate and detailed, ending with tne-gmined tan

nins and excellent kengrh. Deink now chrough 2022, 170
cases made —f L

91 siduri Pinot Noir Russian River Valley Lin-
genfelder Vineyard 2012 $48  Delivers splce and
pure, tipe, savoey plum and rspherty notes in a focsed,
delicate style, lingering on the finish, where the medley
af herry avoes commingle. The annins are fiom and
pleasantly earthy. Drink now through 2022, 211 cases
made~J L.

90 Attune Pinot Noir Cameros-Sonoma County
2011 $48 Oxfers o dusty, ssvory deied heth edge, com-
plex and plessing, with seogpy wikd berry and stroaderry
noees. Tight and focused, this ends with ripe, vibrant tan
nins. Deink now theoogh 2021, 274 cases mode —J. L.

90 chasseur Pinot NoirSonoma Coast 2012 $40
Delicate and silky, with subtle dried herh, caraway seed
and sour chenty flavoss. Presents fine-gralned tannins

ahong 2 mimerally edge thar slwly gains traction. Denk
norw through 2022, 434 cises made—) L.

90 Davies Vineyards Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast
Nobles Vineyard 2012 $55  Shous ot a delicare,
herh-loced mix of sour cherry, tresh earth and flocal scents.
Firm, grippeng tannins hold the flavoes in check. Drnk
noviw through 2023, 330 cases made.—J L.

90 Lachini Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast La Cruz
Vineyard 2012 $50 Olters rich and smoky tossty cak
neances, halanced by a mix of plum and cherry truie. A
complete, full-bodied, Biyened wine thar ends wich com-
plex tiers of thvor and good length, Drink now through
2023. 126 cases made. = 1.

90 Rrhys Pinot Nolr Anderson Valley Bear-
wallow Vineyard 2011 $59 A dusty i of dried heshs
and savoey berry s at the care of this balanced effort, Tums

Al

dry, with persstens savoey-graphite-crushed rock miner-
ality, lending this a juicy aftertaste, Drink now through
2022.) L.

89 Domaine Cameros Pinot Nolr Carneres 2012
$35 Prsents crisp, tipe, soagoy red herry thvors, with
touches of anise and hlads licorice, ending with pebble-
laced tannins thae give this a moothwatering aftertasce.
Drink now through 2024, 9,600 cases made—) L

89 pomaine Cameros Pinot Noir Carneros The
Famous Gate 2012 $75  Fresh and ripe, with pure
cherry and hucklehesty noces, featuring 2 savory edge and
dried berh, hhack teaand spice details. Brms and tums mone
elegane on the finish, where the tannins provide solid grip.
Dxink now theough 2024, 1,200 cases made.—J L.

89 Rrhys Pinot Noir San Mateo County Family
Farm Vineyard 2011 $59  Aromas of domp ooy and
wet earth join dried herb and savory dried berry notes in
this taur, distinctive wine. The tanning are sarth-laced
and gritty, so this may be best atter a few vears in the cel-
lar. Best atter 2016.f. L.

89 Rrhys Pinot Nolr San Mateo County Home
Vineyard 2011 $79 A distincr, svary sivle, showsing
tich loamy erth, dried herb and beery fhvors, accented
by 2 crushed rock layer of tannins thar provides 2 solid
fommdarion, oaintaining Che fresh eacth personaling. Drink
oow through 2023 —/.L

89 siduri Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast 2012 $32
Gabs of rich, juicy Mackberry and red hetry fruin are front
and cenvter, shaded by creamy ook and deceptively fiem
tannins. Ofters immediate appeal, with room for cellar.
ing. Drink now through 2020. 2,212 cases made—J. L.

89 Talley Pinot Noir Arroyo Grande Valley 2012
$36 A deceptively subtle style that entices with smaky
anise and hlack licodice notes amid a firm core of wikd
Ilackberry. Ends with gripping tmnins and fine length.
Dxink now through 2023, £,530 cases made —) L

88 LaFollette Pinot Noir North Coast 2012 $20
Well-crafted, with vibeant rasphery, wild henry, plum and
rose petal scents, firming midpalate, where the fine-
grained tannins offer 2 mix of grovel and dried spice, Ends
with 2 lng, gripping finish. Drnk now theough 2023,
6 k)\l s 1 ll‘l’.—' l...

88 Layer Cake Pinot Noir Central Coast 2013
$15  Fresh and vibeant, with dense henry, toasty aak,
dried herh and loamy foeest flove nites. Very complete
and full through the finish. Drnk now. 22,000 cises
made. -] 1.

87 cherry Ple Pinot Noir Monterey-Sonoma-
Santa Barbara Counties Cherry Tart 2013 $20
Intense and concentrated, with dark berry, earth, graphite
and cedar pushing in seveml directions. Fans out ond gains
tannic masche o the finish. Drink now through 2025,
18,000 cases made —/ L

CALIFORNIA

Roussanne & Blends

91 Jada XCV Paso Robles 2013 $35 Inicnse,
tragrant and very bald, with a haneysuckle note weaving
in and out of the pear, peach and melon flavors, shoming
spéce accents and o touch of butterscorch. Ripe and rich,
graced by very refresdhing acldire. Roussanne, Grenache
Blane and Viognier. Drink nowe 412 cases made—M W2

90 auivira Roussanne-Viognier Dry Creek
Valley 2012 $32 Smoceh and very julcy, this otfers a
Blend of mangn, yoguga and ripe peach Mavors, accentad
by squirt of Meyer leman juice. The space, baneysuckle
and green apple notes crescendo on the finish. Powertul
and refreshing. Dirink novw. 233 coses made.—M.W.
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90 Tablas Creek Roussanne Paso Robles 2012
335 Intriguing, aromatic, smoath, fresh and refreshing
with lemon and peach tlavars that teature an appealing
roastexd, almaost savary qualicy. Features thyme, lemoa ver

bena and celery lea
on the finish
made.—~M.W.

details, =

89 Elyse L'Ingénue Naggiar Vineyard Sierra
Foothills 2012 $32 Appesling, altering a mix of ripe
peach, apple and paeapple jukce accents, w
body and a refreshing acidity, revealing floral, 5
green tea accents on the finish. Roussainne, .\l.lnl.’\N.
Viognier and Grenache Blanc. Drink now. 541 cases
made—M. W,

89 Tmablas Creek Esprit de Tablas Blanc Paso
Robles 2012 $45 (Ovters npe peach, green apple and
nectarine flavows, with succulens acidity, a supple body
v white flower, mineral, chamomile and or N
zest details on the finish. Roussinne, Grenache Bline and
Picpoul Blanc. Deink now. 2,365 coes made.—M.W.

CALIFORNIA
Syrah & Blends

96 rruent Syrah Sierra Foothills Championship
Cuvée 2012 $700 Exhibits o dense core of Hack
lleneice, hlackher v, cedar and road tar
notes, taking in 2 wide rar avoes and delivering
them in a tightly focused package. Dxink now through
2028. 50 coses made.—) L.

94 prospect 772 Syrah California The Instigator
2012 $36 Generous spicy, loosty, mocha-lacad oak &
the entry to hirm, vivid hlack liconce-tinged hlackberry,
espresso, codar and wohaceo flavoes. Gains and holds focus
on the finish, with firm, gripping tannine Drink now
through 2026, 95 cases made.—/[ 1L

94 Tensley Syrah Santa Barbara County OGT
2013 $90/1.5L A rive ting wine, firm, stascturad and

graceful, wi h]uh\ hlockherty m.‘unl“\lr\ fruit that

ha f'llh

), macha

s

granaze and hack it slog ml...: vy o0 the fin

L 230 cases made—) L

vt
ish. Drrinsk nowe through 2

93 eooker SyrahPasoRobles Fracture 24 2012
$70 Seductive, creamy, machascented rak makes the
invitiol arveros alluring, with dense dork berry, codar, Black
licoeice and subtle herb shadings, aided by o loag, linger
ing finish. Drnk now through 2026, 5 ases mode | 1.

93 paul Hobbs Syrah Sonoma County Kick
Ranch Vineyard 2012 $50 Pure and comples, with
vivid hlockberry, wild herry and dark |'(u-n tla i
ppery floeal scenes and fin
the thavoes om the palkare. Ex
mocha nusinces. Drink now through 2024, 290 cases
madej.l..

93 Keplinger Syrah Fair Play Diamaond Bar 2012
$60 Bold, rich and layered, with firm tannins dodking
the juiy blackberty and wild berry notes, nccented by
toiches of henry jam, anlse and cedar. Gains depth and
oplitade, rev pice hints Ends
with grpping t
made—J L.

93 prospect 772 The Brawler Sierra Foothills
2012 $36 A hig, rich, powestul stybe that packs in loods

at dark berry, pencil lead, graphite and boamy eanh noces

w hn-l sh o sy »lh

g subtle berry
nins, Drink now thre uu.h 2077, 8 cases

per Jetails and gr
now through 2026

93 Pruett Syrah Slerra Foothllls CSP 2012 $36
Remarkaldy fresh aod vibrang, with 2 solid coee of grophase
loced Hackberry, black licarice, gravelly earth, toboccn,

J.0
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and pes notes. The thavors grow and linger,
supported by chewy tannins th to the textural
ouances. Drink now through 2028, 150 cases made. ) L

93 sacum Booker Vineyard Paso Robles 2012

8  Presents 2 massive core of earth- and dark herry
driven flavars, with dense mineral, graphite, crus
and rock, macha and ay accents. End with
wall of tannine. S and Mowrvadre. Pest from
through 2028, 389 cises made—). [

92 Araujo Syrah Napa Valley Eisele Vineyard
2011 $145  An excitng, vibrant Syrah, incense and
deeply Mavorad, offering rich
herb and bot stone sensations
also quite tannlc and chewy. Best from 2016 chrough
475 cases made—J). 1.

92 Baoker Vertigo 24 Paso Robles 2012 $65
Firm, dense and chewy, with gripping tannins arapped
around a tight core of dark herry, macha, mineral and
espresso. Sails along on the f 1, goining depth and
nuance. Syrah, Mourvidre and Grenache. Drink now
through 2026. 369 cases made—J L.

92 Epoch Authenticity Paderewski Vineyard
Paso Robles 2012 $65 A hig, robwst stvde, with tiers
of dence, dark, chewy fruk, badt uuun-lle..l.Iun codar
roodd tar and graphite notes. Ends with 2 wall of tannins,
closked around dark berry and chocolate flavors
swrah, Mourved Viegnier. Best from 2016 throagh
571 cases made.—J L.

92 Epoch Estate Blend Paso Robles 2012 $50
A powertul expression of dark truit, fresh earth, herb and
codar flavoes. The core of blackberry, dusty doamy eart
fresh-cur codar amd commarn 3
staying powestul, deep and persistent throughout, Syrah,
Maourvixdre, Grenache and Tempranilko. Best froem 2016
through 2027, 1,349 comes made.—J 1.

92 Epoch Syrah Paso Robles Block B Paderowski
Vineyard 2012 $70 Ripe nl and generous, with
a smoceh entry Inroducing rich graphite and mineral-
driven blackberry notes. Maintains focus and strocture
amid the loag, peesistent finish, echaing the coce flavoes
Dxink now theough 2028, 353 cases made —J . L

92 Eric Kent Syrah Carneros Las Madres
Vineyard 2011 $42 Delivers = sreamlined mix of
tresh, snappw red herry and blackberry notes, with touches
of lvrm\'r, pace and red lic Firms nicely on the fin-

- The tannins give the flavors troction and length.
.\nk novw through 2024, 95 cases made.—J 1L

92 Eric Kent Syrah Sonoma County Kalen's
Big Boy Blend 2011 $42 A robost sivle, beimms

[Er S

tk berry, spice, romsted
re shamply focused bat
1028,

01

ng nnins doesnt le

tannlc, vet with o mesure of fi
with complex tier
Dxink now theough 20

92 Favia Rompecabezas Amador County 2012
‘75 \h rustic, this offers g ulxm-,.u Wwing parts, fro

259 cases made —| L

92 Terry Hoage Syrah Paso Robles The Hedge
2012 $60 Showsacreamy, toagy, mochascented adge,
leading 1o driad herb and berey, Rack licorioe, expmesso
and sivory notes, Ends loo, ining depth, with triendly
tannins. Drnk now theowgh 2024, 340 cases made . L

92 jonata Syrah Santa Ynez Valley La Sangre
deJonm 2011 $7125 A pocend, delicious effoet, with

wide mnge of flavors, Dark and dense, v aromas of
l dackbherry, thubarb, pepper, tar, tobacon leat and cedar.

1 suppleness midpatate om. Ends

Ees up o bir, showin
with o mix ot anise and licorice motes. Drink now through
2028. 510 cases moade.~) L.

92 Lagier Meredith Syrah Mount Veeder 2012
$48 A dense, muscular Syrah, intensely tannic and
cheay, with a tight core of beety, peppery wild berry, dried
herh and savory flavoes thar are vibeant and compelling.
This is very tight and closed, ending with cheny tannins
Best trom 2018 theough 2028. 425 coses made . L

92 Rellc Syrah Napa Valley Scarpa 2012 $55
A big and rich, vet graceful, expression of Syrah, offering
a mix of espeesso, wild beery, hlockherty, toasty cak, anise,
hlack lcoelce and mineral notes thar sail aloag on the
finish despite the gripping tannins. Best from 2016
through 2028, 84 cases made —| 1

92 Rroar Syrah Santa Lucia Highlands Garys'
Vineyard 2012 $40  Olfters o tipe, juicy, ehegant mix
of dark berry, cadar, spice and Boorice, showing impees
sive tocus and purity of Havor, Grocetul finish. Dank now
through 2026, 121 cases made.—J 1L

92 saxum Broken Stones Paso Robles 2012 $98
A tour de torce that's de d chunky, with
arich, extrocted coee of ¢ crushed rock,
tar and codar votes Gripping but engaging on the finish.
Syrah, Petite Sirah, Grenac and Rowssanne
Best trom 2016 theough 2028, 1,112 cases made.—J L.

92 torrin Tsundere Torrin Vineyard Paso Robles
201 $62 [elighhully complex, with a mix of subele
flavor nuances supparted by rich, cheay tannins. The
aceo and cedar noes all

fold ¢ vndlw‘nt wefilly. ihernet Souv
nat and Grenache, Best from 2016 through

cases made.—f. L.

92 Westerly Cote Blonde Happy Canyon of
Santa Barbara 2012 $45  Shouy ample power and
finesse. Racy aromas of currant, licotice and smake apen
o conceneratad flavoes of bogsenberry, cedar and pencil

liead, Finishing with ripe bat firm tanains. Syeah and Viog
nier. Best from 2017 theough 2022, 589 coses made — 1.8,

92 wrath Syrah Monterey
San Saba Vineyard 2012 $39
A great structu i o plush tex
ture combine in this powerful yer
sheek ved. Aromas of wild game and
raspherry open to fhavars of plum,
fig and roastad herbs. The tannins
Yink oo thin

91 Behrens Family Resurrection California 2012
370 Delivers s lel heam of tighe, uh vihrant ﬂl.a(

le m,lh Sy |h n.! [ h et Sauvigneo l‘v nk nome
through 2026. 92 cases made. -] L.

91 Denner The Dirt Worshipper Central Coast
2012 $65 A depeh charge of dark, derse truit buile
around a coce of ripe but firm minerl-tinged mnnins,
otes of hloeh t S
per. Hands-off for oy
Best from 2017 through 0'4 105 cises made—1. F

91 ravia Syrah Amador County Quarzo 2012
$75  Firm and chewy, with grippéng tannins and o sty
aore of hladsherry, crushed rock, cedar and grophite. Ends
with a nice pulse of hlackberry and licorice notes. Dirink
now through 2027, 284 cases made—J L.

91 Law Sagacious Paso Robles 2011 $67

fers 0 generous mix of blackberry and cherry tavors,
spice, cedar and fresh earth notes. Flrm, tipe anning
sy, Mowrvis

Juuu game and crack

h, Viognier and Roussanne

] Grina b

shivw e the loag fin
Drink noew through 2027, 593 cases made

New Releases: California

91 Roar Syrah Santa Lucia Highlands Rosella’s
Vlnvyard 2012 $40 FBrimming with ripe,
berry and hlackberry fruit thar shows a spicy side, this is
firmly tannic withour being weighty, maintalning 2 cove
of fruitiness and ending with a loag, tull finish. Drink now
through 2026. 45 cases made.—J L.

91 saxum Heart Stone Vineyard Paso Robles
2012 $98 Offers o potent expression of bamy earth
mtused dark berry, sage, bay leal, espresso, black tea and
black licodce flavors, all deep and perssstent, cdoaked In
chewy tannins. Syrah, Grenache and Mourvixdre. Best
fram 2016 through 2028, 410 cases made—{ . L

91 saam Syrah Paso Robles Bone Rock James
Berry Vineyard 2012 $98 Fuhibits o posertul core of
rich dark berey, graphine, chocolane, dusty earth and robocon
Havars, Showty unfolds to reveal moce nuances, suggesting
thar this may develop for some time. Prominent annins.
Pest fromn 2016 thevugh 2029. 462 cases made—/ .1

sty wikl

91 saxum Terry Hoage Vineyard Paso Robles
2012 $98 Generous hlackherry, Mack lcorice, anke
give this a of flavve,
eny, gopping tinnins. Syrah, Grenoche
re. Best from 2016 theoagh 2028, 338 cases

and sage note
tched by
and Mowrve
e —J . L

91 wrath Syrah Monterey Ex Anima 2012 $25
Plush and sovory, with boysenberry and smoky sage are
s, halanced by rich, layered flavoes of NMuehe
and roosted herb. 15 1o big and ripe
tannins, Drnk now through 2022, 168 cases made —T. F

90 ampelos Syrah Sta, Rita Hills Gamma: The
Complex 2010 $35 Dense ansd appwealingly racy, with
focal Bluebersy and vielet aromas, fering byered fla-
vors of raspherry, pe ”u and grilled herh. Tannins sneak
i an the finish. Dank now through 2022 408 cases
wende.—T.F

90 Cypher Kiler Canyon Vineyard Paso Robles
2010 $57 Rich and sleek, with flocal Hudherry and
stmoked eoear aromas, Chis fearures ipe but well struciund
flavoes of boysenberry, espressa and pepper. S
Mowrvisdre. Dirinde nevw throogh 2022, 749 coses made.

90 Denner SyrahPasoRobles2012 $60 Deacly
packed but vibeont, with a blend of intriguing blackberry,
smoky sage and kamy mineral notes th
around ripe yer firm tanninse Drink now chrough 2023,
800 cases moade—T.F

90 pumoL Syrah Russian River Vallay Eddie's
Patch 2012 $79 Rich and patent, with tout, vivid,

rand licorice notes, ending

I mlense ¢

SRS
e loag finish les

derse Nackberry, kirsch, ceda
with gripping tannins that let the Hnvars slide theough

Dyink now through 2028, 396 coses made - L

90 Eric Kent Syrah Russian River Valley The
Barrel Climber 2012 $40  An intensely grapey and
extracted red, featuring pure, chunky blackberry, wild
berry, Madk Licoelce, smoke e and cadary oak notes.
Ends with a dense, chewy aftertaste. Best from 2016
through 2028, 156 cises made —) [

90 Hudson Vineyards Syrah Napa Valley Carme-
ro$ 2012 $90 Dunce hut palishad, with aramas of rose
petal, game and wild berry and deep, layered flavars of
bovsenberty, dried sage and cracked pepper. Drink now
through 2022. 60 cases made—T.F

90 Jemrose Syrah Bennett Valley Cardiac Hill
Vineyard 2012 $48 Poces 2 potent mix of it dark
berry, graphite, cnshed rodk and mineral notes, shouing
phent torque- Enxds with a chewy, tannic mix of ex-
tracted berry and tresh-tumed earth, with good length
Neads time. Best trom 2016 through 2028 106 cases
e —J . L

90 kaena Syrah Ballard Canyon Tierra Alta
Vineyard 2012 $55 [k and mtense, nith rich Hads
herry and hockleberty notes that are snappy and firmly
tannic. Yet the mannins are ripe, allowing this to galn 2
measure of suppleness midpakate on, Drink nowe through
2026. 100 cases made.—f .1

90 Law Intrepld Paso Robles 2011 $67 Firn,
rich, dense and gutsy, with a muscular mix of tannins and
notes of dark berry, bamy earth, crushed rock o
Ends with tannle grip. Syrah. Dyink now through
537 coses e —J.1

90 Linne Calodo Nemesis Paso Robles 2012 $78
Saveey and ripe, with racy boysenberry and smaoky crced
pepper aromas and dense bur fleshy flavars of p
rice and subile toboacn Syrah, Moevidre ¢
Drink now through 2021, 370 cases made.

90 Lucla Syrah Santa Lucia Highlands Garys’
Vineyard 2012 $50  Dvnse and well-bosl, firmly tan
nic ¢ re of Hackherry, mineral, cedar
and gropha tightness, there’s an allure and
pensistensar 1o the havoes, with -{-"
firish, Best from 2016 theough 2027, 17

90 Lucia Syrah Santa Lucia Highlands Sober-
anes Vineyard 2012 $50 Very precise, dense and
focused, with o laser beam ot blackberry, wild berry, spice
and herb tlavors The structure is soperfect that it over
shadows the ulratight coee. Tannke and cles |l\~_.]|'»ll\ll-r
firvish. Best from 2016 through 2026, 85 cases ore

90 Lucia Syrah Santa Lucia Highlands Susan’s
Hill 2012 $50 Incensely flavared, with loes of firm, juicy

Mlackberry and wikd herry flavoes. Subsile dosey oedary noces

| savory.
2027

ke oo the

pepper

T4 cses ade —J L

o 1o Back licocice, ending with fiem tannine Best from
2016 through 2028. 226 coses made.—f |

90 Margerum Syrah Santa Barbara County Uber
2012 $50 PBeondingly interse, with floeal aromas of
vindet and hlueherry and complex but still tightly wywnd
flavoes of hlackherry, mineral and smoked pepper beet

Dirindk now thirowgh 2025, 158 cases made—TF

90 pruott Lucky Lauren Red Sierra Foothills
2012 $29 Combines muscle 1 power, featuring
a dence, chewy, tannle mix of grapes. The coee features
currant, blockberry, cedar, dusty aak u»' I
noves. Ends with mouthonating tannins
emet Sai . Best fram 2016 theough 2028
made.—

90 Ramey Syrah Sonoma Coast 2012 $40
Rich, with vivid dark berry, mspherry and cnushed rock
weents (o the firm tannins. This caprures the density of
the grape vet o ns light-tooted, groceful and refined,
ending with a snappyy fnish. Drink now through
2023. 8835 coses made.—J 1L

90 sanguis Syrah Central Coast Bossman 2011
$75 A hig, vibant stde, with gutsy tannins and a wealth
of dence dark hm uir, undolding to offer crush k,
black Boorice, cedar and dried herh motes Drink now
through 2024, 1,620 cases made—/. |

90 skinner Syrah El Dorado 2010 $52 Shows
poad deprh and focus, with floral hucklebernry arooaes and
deep flavors of plum, smoky herb and mineral, The tan
nins are hig and ripe. Drink now theough 2022, 90 cases
made —T.F.

90 Torrin James Berry Vineyard Paso Robles
2011 $62 A rich, potent, dense effort, with a chewy
care of hlackherry, wild hes
The power is evident.
cellaring short term, S
through 2028, 91 coses made.

8. 125 cases

crushed rock and gra

This wine will hest be served by
h and Grenache. Drink nowe
1L

From your friends at
Wine Spectator magazine and
WineSpectator.com

A wineglass should be
no more than a third
of a glass full. If you're
& vigorous swirler, you
want plenty of room
to do your thing
without spllling the
wine everywhere

What is the best

type of opener to
use for an older
bottle of wine?

Use a two-pronged
wine opener, known
as an “Ah-50." Starting
with the longar of the
WO prongs, slowly
slide the prongs
into the tight space
betwean the cork and
the bottle. Rock the
opanar back and forth
until the top of the
AlS0 Is resting on the
top of the cork. Then
twist the cork while
gently puling It up,
Take your time, and

'W’”H \‘In"t'lﬁiltl!'
&

I'mhavinga
got-together with
friends. How much
wine do we need?

Start with a formula of
about 2 to 3 arinks per
person, which is about
haif a bottle of wine
per guest. if your event
is going longer than 2
or 3 hours, you could
also figure a drink per
person par hour, more
or less, That's just a
basaling=you may
have a better idea if
YOUF QUests are more
of a sipping crowd or
heavier drinkers.

obinno?
g questions:

Visi; WineSpectator.com and
we'll help you enjoy every sip!
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90 vorrin Syrah Paso Robles Akasha Torrin
Vineyard 2011 $62 A rich, gutsy Svrah, with o potent
mix ot dark berry, fresh and dusty earth, licorice, crushed
rock and subele macha, all moving In the same direction
and untalding gracefully an the finish, Drink now through
2025, 196 coses made.—/.L

89 Beckmen Syrah Ballard Canyon Purisima
Mountain Vineyard 2012 $32 Dense and tighthy
wound, with lots of intriguing notes mixed in.
of curtant, tobacon and pencil lead lead o concenerated
flavors of Blueherry, tar and Boorice. Hands off foe nowe
Best from 2017 theough 2025, 1,600 cises made —T.F.

89 Behrens Family Sainte an‘c California
2012 $60 Tusies teducad and 1 the coce dark
berey, anise, licorice, caber and espresso l|. wrs are deeps,
focused and persstent, ending with chewy tannins. Symh,
Clrsaudt, Cabemet Savignon and Grenache. Drink now
through 2027. 352 coses oonde.—/ 1

89 Brave & Maiden Syrah Santa Ynez Valley
Limited 2011 $65 Shows good structure and balance,
featuring notes of smoky rasphersy, grilld pegper beet and
licoeice, Drink now through 2024, 24 cases made —1'F.

89 pomaine de la Terre Rouge Syrah Shenan-
doah Valley Sentinel Oak Vineyard Pyramid Block
2012 $40 Appealing sromas of huckleherry, smaky
herb and mocha kead to dense yet racy tavaors of plum,
dried herh and loay white peppet. Neads thime. Best from
2017 chrough 2024. 400 coses made.—T'F,

89 Epoch Ingenuity Paso Robles 2012 $65
Otfers a pocent mix ot nnin-daced blackberry, wild berry,
cdar, tar, poecing, tobaceoand soge ne tilting towand
drier savoey accents on the finish. Syeah, Mourvidre,
Crenache and Petite Simh. Dvink now through 2028
1,330 cases mode—7 L.

89 Krupp Brothers Veraison Napa Valley 2009
Very dense and tannic, with a rich, chewy core of
espeessa, dried dark berry, chicory, nutmeg and savory
dried berry Mavoes that lend this o mustic scent and
u:tluu Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon, Medot, Malbec,
..‘se"m Franc and Petit Verdot., Drink now through
2,133 cases made— 1.

89 Novy Syrah Santa Lucia
Highlands Garys' Vineyard
2011 $32  This tightly wounsd
red shoms same lovely boysenberry,
toasty mocha and game tlavors
inside. Hands-aoff tor now. Best
froon 2017 theowgh 2022, 148 cmes  cus & anam LeE
made.—T.F. Owners & Winemakiers

89 Novy Syrah Santa Lucia Highlands Susan’s
Hill Vineyard 2011 $34 Rocy and tull of Layered fruie.
Arooros of smoky hovsenherry and anise lead to rich, sesty
Blueherry and rocsted spice Mo thar linger. Dvink now
through 2020. 198 cases made. —T.F.

89 villa creek Avenger Paso Robles 2012 $50
Otfers o dense, powerful core of extrcted tinning and
hlackberry, with shades af cedar, graphite and mineral,
ag depih, length and persistence, and ending with 2
plessant tobacoo adge. Svrah, Movevidre and Grenache.
Best from 2016 theough 2028, 500 cases made —1. L

88 AndrewMurray Syrah Santa Ynez Valley Tous
les Jours 2013 $16 Zesty and racy, & rather chunky,
with appealing boysenberry and smoky spéce aromas and
dense tlavoes of Hlueherry, roasted herb and eqressa. Drink
now through 2021, 10,000 coses made. —T.F,

87 Juxtapaz NorthCoast 2012 $25 A ey und
appealing red, with niotes of Hackberry, smoky sage and tar
Syrah, Zintanded, Petite Simh, Malbec and Cabernet Sou
vignon. Dirink oo theoogh 2019 12,000 coses macke—T. 7,
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New Releases: California

87 Greg Norman California Estates Shark Red
Central Coast 2012 $75  Boysenberry and licodice
aromas lead to rastic flavors of raspherry, cedar and masted
herh, with dry mannine emenging oo the finish. Symh,
Petite Sirah, Grenache, Mourvédre and Zinfandel. Drink
now throogh 2020 10,000 cases made.~T-F.

CALIFORNIA
Viognier & Blends

92 caliza Kissin' Cousins Paso Robles 2012 $28
Stylish, with peach, pear and vellow apple fhvors show
spice nccents, with a luxurious, full, silicy body. Chamo
mile and floral notes Linger an the loag finish, as does
adried apeicor hint. Viognier, Grevache Blane and Rous-
sanne, Drink mow, 230 cases made—M W

91 skipstone Viognler Alexander Valley 2012
$48  Odfers 2 smowh, hush mwwithiul of apeicod, pear and
peach flavors, with honeyed ocents details of arange
blassom, lemon verbena and yellow apple. A juicy acidiey
weaves inand out oa the loag, elegant finish. Drnk noae,

200 cases made—M, W,

90 Joft Cohn Viognier Napa Valley 2 Guys 2
Barrels Stagecoach Vineyard 2012 $58 [Peouch,
peear and yelbow apple flavors are ripe and vich, with asoft
acidity and aocents of coconut water and haking spices
imparting warmth. This is appealing foc the smoath tex-
ture and peach cobbler-accented finksh. Denk now. 160
cases made. —M W,

90 Ferguson Crest Viognier Santa Barbara
County 2012 $28 Ralunced and pure, with rich, lush
pear, ped ¥ ﬂl‘ Yol "Il'h taiain '] avoes «'I I are sy I\N"h ll\'
creamy, showing flocal and space avertones and o refresh-
mgacidity on the bong, spicy finish. Drink now. 210 cases
orade—M W

90 Jemrose ViognierBennett Valley Egret Pond
Vineyard 2012 $32 Peach, apricot and vellow apple
ll IO are 'l]" "\' 'IDJI. “Ilh Ill M’I\I \("\ \L arks ||\|
st the right amount of acidity. Features plenty of spice,
with toasty accents on the finish. Drink now. 200 cases
eacde —M N

90 Novy Viegnier Russian River Valley Sunny
View Vineyard 2013 $25 Ripe, juicy and appealing,
with peach, yellow apple and pear thavars thar feature
a sucodlent pote and hints of mebon and haneysuckle.
Focused and loag, with o retreshing fnish, Drink noae,
195 cases made M. W.

90 Roar Viegnier Santa Lucla Highlands Slerra
Mar Vlneyard 2012 $40 Avichand oomplex white,
with Havors of peach cobbler, warm haking spices, hon

evackle and dried apricos thae are rich, smoath and round,
finishing with juicy acidity and an appealing nite of
citrus pith, Complex and persistent, Drink now, 71 cases
mace M.

89 adobeRoad Viognier Dry Creek Valley Kemp
Vineyard 2013 $38 A disinctive white, packed with
Havar, this affers o complex range of arange marmalade,
dried apelcot, honeysuckle and melon flavars alongside
ripwe, swewi-tasting peach ootes Forall the richnes bere,
this finishes an a crisp, refreshing aocent. Drink nowe, 210
coses made.—M.W.

89 Epiphany Inspiration Santa Barbara County
2012 $25 Ripe peach, nectarine and apricat flavors
are tresh, ripe and theshy, with an appealing touch of mar-
waalade, spice and toasted coconut oo the juley finish.
Viognier, Grenache Blane, Marsamne and Roussamne.
Dxink now. 125 cases made. M. W.

88 RobertHall Viognier Paso Robles 2013 $20
Yelboa apple and pear tavars have a distinctive apple
hlossom and ripe cantaloupe edge. Hints of fennel and
Jasmbne smpart an aromatle lfe, accented by julcy acidiy.
Drink nome. 1,000 cases mode —M W

87 Novy Four Mile Creek White North Coast
2013 $I5  |uicy and beight, with a refreshing note of
acidity that runs throagh the kemoagrass, meloa, citrus
and green apple flavors, featuring plenty of appealing
herbal accents on the finsh, Viegnier, Souvignon Blanc
and Pinot Gris. Drink noew. 1,605 cases made—~M W2

87 zacaMesa Viognier Santa Ynez Valley 2013
$16  Juicy and height, with nice intensity to ch \lcvc'
lemon, groen pear and n X
refreshing aciditg. Deink now. 6,826 cases made. —,\' W,

85 McManis Viognier River Junction 2013 $17
Honeyed peach and candiad cirnus flavoes feature a note
of chamomile and fresh hay, with a smooth body and 2
juicy core. Drink now. 17,000 cases made —M. W

CALIFORNIA
Other

94 Keplinger SUMO Amador County 2012 $60
ig, rich, hearry stybe thar poacks locs of dense dark berey,
sage, dried herh and savoey flavars, with chicory, cotfee
and underheush notes in the hackground. Despite the size,
tannic muscle and toeque on display, there a gracefulness
to the texture and mouthfeel, Petite Sirah, Syrah and
Viognier. Diink norw through 2026, 200 cases made. - L.

93 Keplinger Caldera El Dorado 2012 $60 A
distinetive wine that packs a wallogy with dense notes of
metal, graphite and charcral amid mineral and dark heery
flavoes, framed by chewy, gutsy tannins and ending with
hints of game meat, cresore and pencil lead. Mourvisdre,
Grenache and Counnise. Drink now through 2028 140
cases mode.—f. L.

92 ironHorse BrutGreen Valley of Russian River
Valley LD 2004 $196/1.5L Nicely votuee, bt still
wwng at heart. Aromas of toasty creme brdlée and ginger,
a hint of rubber, apen to rich and hescsous flavoss of
haked apple, cinnamon bread and hazelour. Denk now
through 2016, 5 cases made —T'F.

92 Law Audacious Paso Robles 2011 $67
Creany mocha-laced oak wraps around 2 dense, chewy
care of espresso, dried berry, licarice and tobooco. Long
and tannic on the finish. Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah,
Grenache and Petite Sirah. Drink now through 2023.579
cases mde—/ . L

92 Relic Ritual Napa Valley 2012 $50 Rich
and nestle, with 2 y,unch.l moeehfed and texrure, leting
the juicy dark ke ey, black licocice, tar and nustad adfee
flavors pash through with ease, even amid the chewy tan-
nins. Movrvidre, Grenache, Symbh, Carignane and Petite
Serah. Drink novw theough 2028. 525 coses made—I L.

91 ironHorse BrutGreen Valloy of Russian River
Valley Classic Vintage 2009 $40 A fesive wine,
perfectly focused and complex. Floral raspherry and
creamy brioche arooss open 1o byerad baked spple, fresh
ginger namon spice thvars, Drnk nom: 2,400 cases
made —T.F.

91 ironHorse BrutGreen Valley of Russian River
Valley X 2009 $50 Hurmoaious and sheckby struc-
tured, vet subely buikds power, with Meyer lemon and
flowal saspherry aromas leading to coenplex flavors of green
apple, fresh ginger and brinche, Drink now theough 2015
500 cases made.—T.F.

91 Iron Horse Wedding Cuvée Green Valley of
Russian River Valley 2010 $42 Lively llocl rsphersy
and peach aromas open o layerad, full-bodiad tavoes of
lemon, wasted almaond and nuemeg. Sertoes but fun. Deink
now through 2015, 4,150 cases made —T.F

91 Lagier Meredith Mondeuse Mount Veeder
2012 $42 Pleaantly wild and rustie, with ripe, chunky
dark berry, dried herh, cnushied rock, dried berh ond savory
nntes that are firmly tannic and end with gritty charcoal
and tarry accents Drink now through 2024, 97 cases
"‘:IL'-—' ’~

91 Relic The Archive Old Vines Napa Valloy
2012 $30 Pure, rich, juicy and vivid, with a potent
coee of hlackherry, wild berey, Black lioowioe and enshad
rock noces, gliding akong om the finish despate the griny
tannins, Cangnane and Petite Sirah. Drink now through
2028. 71 cases made—f 1.

90 Jerr cohn Carignane California Broken
Compass Old Vine 2012 $42 Fredhiond snappy, with
vibrant raspherry, hlack chernry, ankse and spice nites, end-
g with o toach of leamy earth and Back licorice. Drink
novw theough 2023, 120 coses made —/ L

89 perenoncourt Cabernet Franc Howell
Mountain 2010 $145 Dense and meary, with a rich
coee of dark beery, boamy earth, dried herhand cedar notes
that end with a push af flavor, This s wrapped in firm
tanains, and neads time. Best froen 2016 chrough 2026,
126 casis made—~) L

89 Inglenook Blancaneaux Rutherford 2012
$68 Crisp and flinty up troat, with an intriguing mix
fried pineapple, lemoo, grapetouit and necarine favors
that are d e and |iuhl. Yoo indense and o ful ar
the same time. The companents really come into focus
on the finksh, where an appealing vellow raisin accent
kicks . Marsamne, Roussamne and Viognier. Deink o
OO0 cases made.—M. W,

89 Iron Horse Russian Cuvée Green Valley of
Russian River Valley 2009 $40  Rich and crispy with
a succulent hine of hooey, Aromas of yeasty cinnamen
roll and haked apple lead 1o plush flavors of raspherry,
space and cinnamon. Deink now. 800 cases made —T.F.

89 Takon Napa Valley 2012 $30  Firm, tight and
dense, with o chewy coce of red herry, Hackberry, cedary
vak, kamy carth and dried heth nuances. Fills our nicely
om the finish. Cabemet Souvignon and Merbor. Best from
2016 theough 2026, 2,500 cases made—) L.

87 Korbel BrutCalifornia Made with organically
grown grapes NV $14  Crisp ond Lively, with eosy-
going flavors of leman, tropical fruit and creamy spice
Dyink now. 14,000 cases made —T.F.

WASHINGTON
Red

94 Native Sun Cabernet Sauvignon Red
Mountain 2010 $65 Focused, refinad and expressive,
shomering the palate with red berry, curmant, clove and
leman meringue Havors. Earthy and savoey splee notes
weave theough the fine tannins on the long finish.
Dynamic, Drink no theough 2022, 128 coses made —H. S

92 sparkman SyrahRed Mountain Ruckus 2012
$48  Tour, focused, penerous md expressive, layering
the plum and currant truit with earthy, spicy, peppery
notes Comes together harmaoniously ca the loag finish,
Best from 2016 through 2022, 417 cases made.—H.S.

92 sparkman Syrah Yakima Valley Darkness
2012 $62 This has density and juicy bakince, with
me of plum, curmang, cinnamon and pepper flavors that
Pk up meary nuances the finish lingers. Maintains
beeadth and a salt touch witheut basing momentum, Drink
now through 2022, 321 cases made —H.S.

New Releases: California / Washington / Other U.S,

91 Gramercy SyrahWalla Walla Valley 2011 $50
Starts off quietly, but by the finish this is thshing ripe
plum and chubarh flavoes, shaded by hints of green tea
and floval overtones. Persists, dsplaving intensity and
finesse, Drink now through 2019, 470 cases moade —#. 8.

91 Sparkman Ruby Leigh Yakima Valley 2011

Open-textured and expeessive, shoming Boorke
accents to the Back cherry and pepper flavoes, wrapped
in fine tannins as the finish lingers aath intensity. Merlot,
Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec. Bex from 2016 through
2020. 235 coses made.—H.S

91 Tamarack Tapteil Vineyard Resorve Red
Mountain 2010 $50 Crunchy taaning surtoend
pevveronss oare of Mack cherry, ocange peel and green alive
flavors thar come together smoothly on the eXpresae
finish. Neads time for the tannins to resolve. Cabemer
Sauvignon, Merdor and Cabernet Frane. Best from 2016
through 2020, §4 coses made.—H S

90 Erian Cartor Byzance Columbia Valley 2010
$34  Sledk and polished, with an earthy edge 1o the rase
petal-accented Mlack fruat fhavos, finishing with mtensity
and grace on a medivm frame. Grenache, Syrah, Mourve-
dre, Counise and Cinsoult. Drink now through 2017,
725 coses made.—H S,

90 Tempus Syrah Yakima
Valley 2011 $28 Saclay, supple
and expeessive, with 2 halamic aige
to the phum and beery flavars, linger-
ing gently agninat podished tannins.
Dirink now throagh 2019. 139 cases
made—H.S

2Ot POREST
Qwner & Wiremaker

89 Doyenne Syrah Red Mountain Signature 2011
$45  Gritty tannins underlie spicy, green tea-accented
red berry flavors in this solid Syrah. Needs time for the
texoure o soften. Best after 2016 1,050 ces made. —H. S,

OTHER U.S.

90 sokol Blosser Evolution Red 3rd Edition
America NV $15  See Sean Pays, [age 97.

88 Gruet Blanc de Blancs American Sauvage
NV $18 Appealing, with aromas of baked apple md
cinnamon that bkead to zesty flavors of dusty bemon,
naxt and spice. Drink now. 6,000 cases made. —T.F.

88 House Wine Sauvignon Blanc America Fish
House 2013 $70  Light and frisky, with deft darts of
green apple and celery ponting towasd the zippy finish.
Drink now. 3,600 coases made.—H S

88 sokol Blosser Evolution White 18th Edition
America NV $75  Light and silicy, this otf dry, delicae
style offers pretry flocal and spice overtones to the
odest pear fhwars. Sémilloa, Riesling, Moller-Thurgou,
Pinnt Gris, Gewlirztraminer, Muscat and Chardonnay.
Drink now. 33,000 coses made. —H S,

86 sokol Blosser Evolution Sparkling America
NV $22 Ofi-dry, fresh and zingy, with spacy, floral, pep-
pery avertones to the pineapple and tangerine tlavoes,
Lingering oo the fuit-centerad findsh. Sémillon, Riesling,
Maillee-Thuegans, Pinotr Gris, Gewveatmminet, Muscatand
Chardonnay. Drink now. 6,000 cases made.—H.S C

CORRECTIONS

The correct price for the Castello d'Albala Chaanti
Classica 2011, from the Feb. 28 edition of the
Savvy Shopper, Is $19. The corract label for the
Los Haroldes Cabernet Sauvignon 2011, a Best
Value in the Dec. 31 - Jan. 15 issue, appears below.

LOS HAROLDOS

Churnat Sengwe

Follow Us Around.
We Don't Mind.

u twittercom,/WineSpectator

facebook.com/WineSpectator

pinterest.com/WineSpectator
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